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Board of Director Candidates 

 
James I. Healy, M.D., Ph.D. (Current Board Member) 
 
James I. Healy, M.D., Ph.D. has served as a member of our board of directors since November 2014. Dr. Healy has been a 
General Partner of Sofinnova Ventures, a biotech investment firm, since June 2000. Dr. Healy is currently a director of 
Coherus BioSciences, Inc., Iterum Therapeutics, Natera, Inc., NuCana plc, ObsEva SA, Y-Mabs Therapeutics, Inc. and one 
private company. Previously, he served as a board member of Auris Medical Holding AG, Amarin Corporation, Edge 
Therapeutics, Inc., Hyperion Therapeutics, Inc., InterMune, Inc., Anthera Pharmaceuticals, Inc., Durata Therapeutics, 
Inc., CoTherix, Inc., Movetis NV and several private companies. Dr. Healy holds an M.D. and a Ph.D. in Immunology from 
Stanford University School of Medicine and holds a B.A. in Molecular Biology and a B.A. in Scandinavian Studies from the 
University of California, Berkeley. 
 
Jan Møller Mikkelsen (Current Board Member)  
 
Jan Møller Mikkelsen founded Ascendis Pharma and has served as our President and Chief Executive Officer and as a 
member of our board of directors since December 2007. From 2002 to 2006, Mr. Mikkelsen served as President and 
Chief Executive Officer of LifeCycle Pharma A/S, now traded under the name Veloxis Pharmaceuticals A/S, a publicly 
traded biotechnology company. From 2000 to 2002, Mr. Mikkelsen was President of the Pharmaceutical Division of 
Maxygen, Inc. Prior to that, Mr. Mikkelsen co-founded ProFound Pharma A/S, a biopharmaceutical company that was 
later acquired by Maxygen, Inc., and at ProFound, he served as Co-Chief Executive Officer from 1999 to 2000. From 1988 
to 1999, Mr. Mikkelsen held various positions at Novo Nordisk A/S, a global healthcare company, including Vice 
President of Protein Discovery. Mr. Mikkelsen currently serves as a member of the advisory board of Inspirion Delivery 
Technologies, a specialty pharmaceutical company. Mr. Mikkelsen received a Cand. Scient. degree in Biochemistry from 
the University of Odense, Denmark, and pursued his post-doctoral research at Children’s Hospital in Oakland, CA. 
 
Lisa Bright (Current Board Member) 
 
Lisa Bright has served as a member of our board of directors since April 2017. Since July 2016, Ms. Bright has served as 
President International for Intercept Pharmaceuticals Europe Limited, a biopharmaceutical company. Prior to her 
appointment as President International, Ms. Bright held various senior leadership positions from November 2014 to July 
2016 at Intercept Pharmaceuticals including Chief Commercial and Corporate Affairs Officer and Senior Vice President, 
Head of EUCA. During her tenure at Intercept, Ms. Bright has overseen the development of the global launch of an 
orphan medicine in the United States and Europe, including building the commercial organization in the United States 
and establishing legal affiliates and teams across Europe and Canada. Ms. Bright currently serves as a member of the 
board of directors of Dechra Pharmaceuticals PLC, a veterinary pharmaceutical company. From 2008 to November 2014, 
Ms. Bright held various leadership positions at Gilead Sciences Ltd., a biopharmaceutical company, including Vice 
President, Head of Government Affairs, Europe, Asia, Middle East and Australasia, Vice President and Head of HCV 
Launch Planning, Vice President and Head of Northern Europe and General Manager, UK and Ireland. Prior to Gilead 
Sciences, Ms. Bright served in various positions of increasing responsibility at GlaxoSmithKline plc from 1997 to 2006 
including Vice President Commercial Planning and Operations and Vice President General Manager NZ and Vice 
President Head of Sales, UK and Ireland. Prior to that, Ms. Bright also worked at Sanofi from 1992 to 1996 and 
GlaxoSmithKline from 1989 to 1992. Ms. Bright received her B.Sc. in Pharmacology from University College London, 
United Kingdom. 
 
Michael Wolff Jensen, L.L.M. (Current Board Member and Chairman) 
 
Michael Wolff Jensen, L.L.M. has served as Chairman of our board of directors since January 2008 and as our Senior Vice 



President, Chief Legal Counsel since June 2013. In addition, Mr. Jensen served as our Acting Chief Financial Officer from 
May 2008 to June 2013. From October 2010 to June 2013, Mr. Jensen served as Senior Legal Advisor and Head of 
Partnerships (France) for the renewable business division of Dong Energy A/S, the Danish State-owned utility company. 
Prior to Ascendis Pharma, Mr. Jensen served as Executive Vice President & Chief Financial Officer of Veloxis 
Pharmaceuticals A/S, a publicly traded biotechnology company, from 2003 to 2008. Prior to joining Veloxis, Mr. Jensen 
served as Senior Vice President & Chief Financial Officer of Genmab A/S, a publicly traded biotechnology company from 
2000 to 2003. Mr. Jensen also currently serves as Chairman of the board of directors of two publicly traded 
biotechnology companies; XSpray Pharma AB and Eurocine Vaccines AB. Mr. Jensen was also elected as chairman of a 
Danish private sports manufacturing goods company in November 2016. Mr. Jensen received an L.L.M. degree from the 
University of Copenhagen. 
 
 


